Field Herpetology 2017
Exemplar Research Questions: Use these research questions as a guide to formulating your own research questions. You can expand and apply either more specific versions of these questions, or apply them to different or more specific species (one or more), but do not directly copy.

· Does coloration of patterning of Thamnophis sirtalis (the garter snake) vary in Connecticut, and if so, by how much?
· Is habitat correlated with Thamnophis sirtalis coloration patterns?
· Is the time until an animal flees after being spotted by a predator correlated to temperature?
· What environmental factors determine the abundance of a certain species at a given site?
· What environmental factors affect egg clutch size in Eurycea bislineata?
· What environmental factors affect egg clutch development?
· What environmental factors determine number of larvae in a body of water?
· What determines how often a frog calls?
· What species cohabitates with another species? (especially under cover objects)
· Does prey abundance affect the size of individuals (especially under cover objects)
· Does human development correlate to species abundance? How?
· What is the most suitable habitat for a particular species? (Where is its greatest abundance?)

Methods and Field Technique Development: Although I’ve never had a student do this perform, development of a particular field method, technique, or piece of equipment is a great idea for a research project. Some professional examples are…

· DIY salamander holder for more accurate measurements of Plethodon cinereus
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Photography box to quantify color and measurements of a species
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